
Brook Avenue Residence
Bronx, New York

Project Description
This 6-story 91,670 sq. ft. 
residential structure with 
ground floor retail space 
creates permanent housing for 
low-income working adults and 
formerly homeless individuals.  
The building incorporates 
"green design" through the use 
of environmentally responsible 
materials and technology to 
reduce long-term operating 
and maintenance costs by 
emphasizing sustainability 
throughout.
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Project Summary
Building Type:
Multi-Family, Mid-Rise Residential

Market Category:
Affordable Housing

Total Square Footage:
91,670 sq. ft.

# Units:
190 units

Type of Construction:
New Construction: Concrete Block 

and Plank with Face Brick Veneer and 

Metal Panel Façade

Owner/Developer:
Common Ground Community

New York, NY

Architect:
Alexander Gorlin Architects
New York, NY

Project Financing:
Owner-Financed

Features
Reclaiming a vacant site to create an oasis in a congested urban area for the most needy of the
community, Common Ground offers 190 units of housing, a backyard area and a "green" roof garden
for residents to enjoy. The ground floor features community and retail spaces. A building
management system controls lights, fans and temperature at optimum levels for energy conservation.
Low toxicity materials, indoor bike stands, and high efficiency appliances contribute to an improved
quality of life for tenants.

Challenges and Solutions
Mountco served as general contractor for this community revitalization project. Site conditions
presented several design and construction challenges, which Mountco coordinated expertly to keep
construction on budget and on schedule. In addition to the dense urban setting, the site's subsurface
environment presented a significant obstacle. Soil contamination resulting from historical site use
necessitated the installation of a gravel and piping subsurface depressurization system to dissipate
any potential accumulation of fumes from within the building, and major foundation work required 100
piles to support the L-shaped building.

Mountco worked with multiple project stakeholders and complex administrative requirements
throughout the process. Through well-established relationships with its own subcontractor trades and
integration of qualified local subcontractors into the effort, Mountco was able to quickly respond to
design and field changes to stay within budget.

“We are pleased to have Mountco as the general contractor on our 190-unit Brook Avenue project in the 
Bronx (NY).  Mountco has managed the complicated logistics of building our LEED certified project on a 
challenging inner-city site, with a tight budget and demanding schedule admirably.  Mountco has gone far 
beyond the traditional role of general contractor, and has used its development expertise to help actualize 
Common Ground's vision for our Brook Avenue development.  We highly recommend Mountco as a general 
contractor or development partner.”

- David Beer, Director of Real Estate Development, Common Ground
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